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1., ‘'The North Korean governmont began its rare mineral production program in June
1948, In October 1948 about 60 tons of monazite from the Cholsan (124=40,
I £6) mine were oxported to the Soviet Union for research purpsses. The
Worth Koreans exchanged monazite for Soviet tanke and other war materials.
Tu 1942, about 7,000 tons were shipped and in 1950 about 10,000 tons to the
Goviet ‘Inion.

2. From August 1949, when the three major mines at Cholsan, Sinchon (125-29,
3.20), apd Taedong (124i~44, 39-11) began full production, until May 1950,
mining was under the Mining Control Burcau. In May 1950, control wes shifted
1o the Speclal Metals Sewtion of the North Korean Ministry of Industry.

3, The Cholsap mine employed 17 technicisne, 400 clerks, 500 experts, and 72,500
iaborers. The Sinchon mine employed 6 technicians, 150 elerks, 300 ezperts,
and 2,700 laborers, The Taedong mine, which closed in Japuary 1950 becsuse
of poor dreinnge, employed 1 technician, 40 clewks, 100 experis and 459
Intorers.

4. The following is s itable of estimmtes made by a Sovieb expert, Botikov, fox
the major mines In 19481

Hoavy Sands Monazite Quantity of lonazite

Depnsit Deposit ' Per Ton of Vsavy Sand
Cholsan 16,000,000 tons 100,000 tons 1,002 grams
Sinchon 7,500,000 tons 50,000 toms 150 grems
Teedong 7,500,000 tons 50,000 tons L 150 grams
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3. The ncavy sands at the Taedong and Sinchon mines concain e Coiliowi:
ccentages of throse minarals:

Thln  (Thordum} 9,49 Ta05 2.7
G%C{g 2825 FegOg, 1,05
Tnly BT P>03 2607
330z 1.85 U0 o5
Small arounts of Ca0, Pb), HaC and 80» are also found.

generaliy to tho Cholsun mine 5 *xocr* that the thorium «,on eni:, i
fo eight perszerd, .

%, Other dnes operating in North Kores in latz Marsh 1951 are as Toilovs:

2. The Chomameni {12340, 39-17)}-Sinhung-rd (125-3, 39-16) area mine avar-
ages protuction of &) tons of monazite, with a thorium content of SHrom
15 to I} pereant, daily. The mine employs 5,000 men, who produce fowr %o
aipght vounds cach dasly,

b, The Wiyu: {123.12, 38-31) .“n;i.re~ vhich opened in January 1950, wmp‘i m rs
avey 13,000 men who j»:)roduce 14 to 20 pounds mm daily. Thoir oay o
about 20 won par pound. Tac thorium ccntent iz from 50 Lo &0 (}uszﬂ\:a

¢. The mine at Suan (1206-22, 3%3w42) is most productive (figures not givenl,
altoovza the thorioe content is lov.

Fo The £ulloniug ars bes mines oparatad by the North Korean Governasnts

Chuogsangend (127086, 330
oo~rd {125-59  39-18)
.}—Jan,d {124~58. 39«45}
1njin-dorsg (13009, 42-07}
izeni (lg.r?l,n D=49)
pyong-ui {12606, 39-15)

$. Deposits estirmted at 23.000,002.000 tons of heavy sand. untouchod besause o
laber costs, are in the ollowiwg arcash

Hongsan {127-07, *39-4}9) 1o Koosong {12817, 3842}

fwanhag-nyon o L%e05, L3086}

Yonguon (126=:2, 39-»50) Xaochon (12554, 32-42), Pakchon {12570, 20.44)
‘nsong (125415, 39-59). Changiin {12715, 40-23) arcsc,

sand is procesved by the specifiec sravity method into heswvy
The heavy sands sre then proccssed by msrneiie concentrnd
Aﬂ ofhm metals such a3 iron and tin., Tha nons in finol m,‘.

about 63 percent ThO, C3:0%.

and loac'{ed onte froight oo
{12443, 3951} ghot
gtationy and dir the Trcolenr arec
1949 exported monazite wes sent i ';.;4
Affter 1949 it was saryried by railroad

i i*.na Cholsan sares

x,“h io ¢
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